Concert Report Instructions/Guidelines
During the course of this semester, you will do a concert report on approved video performance from the list below. You must complete a 800-1100 word typed essay describing the music using some of concepts and terms covered in the class.
Guidelines for Writing a Good Concert Report:
Include the following:
- Describe the instrumentation - instruments and/or voices used in this performance. You can write an overview of the performance but then it is crucial that you describe specific musical selections in details. I recommend that you make some notes while listening to the concert and then write the paper consulting your notes.
- How would you describe the overall character of each musical selection?--for example: calm, lively, agitated, cheerful, light, somber, etc. 
- What elements in the music make the piece sound this way?--tempo (fast or slow), dynamics (soft or loud), instrumentation (who has the lead?), pitch (major or minor key), or register (high or low sounds). How does the piece or movement evolve through time? (Describe the various changes that you hear)
- What qualities make this music appealing to you (or not)?
Optional: You may choose one piece from the concert and compare it to a a piece by a composer we have studied in class. Comment on the similarities and differences.
- Support all your comments with a discussion. Be clear and specific. Use correct grammar and mechanics of writing. Make sure you use musical terms correctly.
- The concert review is about your description and comments on the music you hear. This is not a research assignment: you don’t need to provide historical information on the composers or pieces. Also, the primary goal is to describe objectively what you hear in the music rather than say whether you like it or not.
This is the checklist for grading papers:
- Concert description:
Can I tell that the student watched the entire concert?
Is it clear what selection(s) the student is writing about?
-Description of what happens musically
-Correct use of musical terms
-Correlation between musical terms and character of the music
(i.e. “the fast tempo and the bright color of the trumpets made this movement sound very lively”)
-Good structure and correct English
-Descriptions that are detailed and specific. Does the student describe interesting or unusual elements that relate to specific pieces (or movements) in the concert?
Papers must be 800-1100 words in length, double-spaced, and in 12 pt. Times, Times New-Roman, or Arial font.



Concert Review Videos (Choose ONE of the 5 concerts)
Concert #1 –Freiburg Baroque Orchestra (Bach/Mozart). Listen to both Links. Since the two selections are too short to form one concert, your report must be on both. 
http://libproxy.eku.edu/login?URL=https://search.alexanderstreet.com/view/work/bibliographic_entity|video_work|1748107
http://libproxy.eku.edu/login?URL=https://search.alexanderstreet.com/view/work/bibliographic_entity|video_work|3801234
Concert #2--London Symphony Orchestra (Elgar/Britten/Arnold/Walton)
http://libproxy.eku.edu/login?URL=https://search.alexanderstreet.com/view/work/bibliographic_entity|video_work|1756962
 Concert #3—Julliard Piano Recital (click on Show More in the description to view the program)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FCzS12osFfw
Concert #4-- Lang Lang Live at the Royal Albert Hall - Live Piano Recital (This recital is very long--choose four or five specific pieces to describe-the menu on the right side allows you to skip to individual pieces.)
http://libproxy.eku.edu/login?URL=https://search.alexanderstreet.com/view/work/bibliographic_entity|video_work|3264196
Concert #5-- Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra (click on Show More in the description to view the program)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gqdZxWn3IsQ






Grading Criteria for the Concert ReportGrading Criteria for the Concert Report
100%--Meets all criteria of the checklist. The student describes specific selections using correct musical terminology. The paper is well-organized and gives a good overall impression of the concert from beginning to end. These papers tend to be 800 words or longer.

90-99% and above--Papers that are complete and well-written but are either less clear, have misused terminology or minor writing and organization issues.

80-89%--Paper is complete but lacks content or description of the entire concert.

70-79%--These papers tend to be shorter with major issues of grammar and content. The majority of descriptions are vague or unrelated to the content--"If I close my eyes, I can imagine..." It is difficult to tell if the student listened to the entire concert.

Below 70%--Short, incomplete; the paper is not on one of the 5 approved videos or has issues with partial plagiarism (the student copied some of the program notes or used other internet resources).
